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Spirit of Community and
Generosity Demonstrated by the
Sutter Creek Native Daughters

of the Golden West

While many of you may be passingly familiar with this organization
(for brevity sake, N.D.G.W.), most folks aren’t aware of their local
roots. This non-profit organization for native-born California
women had their first meeting on September 11, 1886 in the
basement of Pioneer Hall in Jackson.

https://suttercreekfoundation.org/historic-preservation-donations/
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/39853b46-ed9a-4a98-aa16-0eaf92fe815a


The site of the Pioneer Hall may be where the first Spinetti
Plumbing shop was on Main Street.

Registered California Historical Landmark #34 is located on the
building currently occupied by Jackson Cleaners and Coldwell
Banker Real Restate This bronze plaque was installed on the
building face in 1932 and commemorates the event and original
charter roll signers. 



It was decided that meeting places would be called “Parlors”, and
at a second meeting on September 25, the distinctive name
“Ursula” was selected over “Minerva”. Thus was born “Ursula
Parlor No. 1”. Minerva was instituted as Parlor No. 2 in San
Francisco.  Ursula Parlor No. 1 is also referred to as the "Mother
Parlor".



On June 10, 2023, the N.D.G.W. Amapola Parlor #338, presented
new interpretative displays to the Sutter Creek Community Benefit
Foundation (SCCBF) at the Historic Sutter Creek Grammar
School.



These museum-quality displays and their bases were made
possible by a generous donation from the N.D.G.W.



Amapola Parlor President Sheryl Harmston, N.D.G.W. members,
and guests including N.D.G.W. Grand President Nina Coffenberry,
dedicated the displays and gave a thoughtful presentation about
the importance and duty to preserve such significant pieces of
local history.

These displays chronicle the history of the schoolhouse, how it
served the children of Sutter Creek and surrounding areas, and
how the community has taken care to preserve its historic legacy
throughout the last 150 years. These displays are located on the
outside of the building to educate passersby and visitors of this



community treasure.

SCCBF has been in the process of restoring and renovating the
schoolhouse for the last ten years. They have worked diligently to
restore the entire building and make it available for public use. All
work has been done through donated labor and funds.

Additionally, the Foundation has created a museum in one room
inside the schoolhouse, which showcases the town of Sutter
Creek and features rotating exhibits highlighting intriguing
elements of Amador County’s past.



The building is available to tour by contacting SCCBF at
info@sccbf.org. Information about events, such as lectures, and
our newsletters are sent via email. Contact us at info@sccbf.org to
be added to our distribution list. Please consider making a
donation or become a volunteer to support preservation efforts. 
 
The Historic Sutter Creek Grammar School has space available to
use for events, meetings, classes, etc. through the City of Sutter
Creek website https://cityofsuttercreek.org/how-do-i-rent-city-
facility/

http://sccbf.org/
mailto:info@sccbf.org
https://cityofsuttercreek.org/how-do-i-rent-city-facility/


CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS
Do you know someone who would like to receive our newsletters? Send contact
information to info@sccbf.org to be added to our distribution list.

Visit our Website Like us on Facebook Contact Us

SCCBF's current renovation project is the Historic Sutter Creek Grammar
School which is rich in Gold Rush history. This beautiful building is California’s

second oldest two-story brick schoolhouse. There are four rooms within the
Historic Grammar School that can be rented.

Contact the City of Sutter Creek for information on rates and availability - (209)
267-5647 ext. 230 or email info@cityofsuttercreek.org / website -
cityofsuttercreek.org

The Sutter Creek Community Benefit Foundation (SCCBF) is dedicated to the
restoration, preservation, and development of the community’s historic assets
both now and for future generations. (nonprofit 501(c)3 – Tax ID #87-1825043)
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