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What Ever Happened To...
This month’s subject came to light (literally) when fellow SCCBF
volunteers Tim Murphy, Rick McCombs, and I (Rick Champlin)
decided to clean out the storage cellar at the Old Sutter Creek
Grammar School. After removing junk and trash accumulated
over the years, the room’s bare walls could once again be seen. 

Sometime in years gone by, several children had decided to
decorate the walls with their autographs scrawled in pencil. We
have run across several kids’ names at the school while working
on a variety of construction and cleanup projects and they
always sort of make you wonder, “whatever happened to…”.



Sylvia Kosich
In this case, a student named Sylvia Kosich had written her name

in letters large enough to be easily seen on the side wall of the
cellar room.

While mildly interesting, such cases are not uncommon and
none of us really thought much of it. However, sometime later it
was discovered that we had in our possession a high school
graduation picture of the class of 1932.



One young lady in the photograph was identified as – you guessed it
– Sylvia Kosich.



This is where the “whatever happened to…” gene kicks
in. Wondering if she could be traced, research began online.
 
Sylvia Emma Kosich was born in 1914 to Savo and Hazel
Bernardis Kosich of Amador City. Sylvia’s father, Savo (born in
1888), came to Amador County from Austria and was of Croatian
descent. In 1911, he met lovely young Hazel Bernardis, and in
January 1912 they were married. Savo became a naturalized
citizen in January of 1915 and with a good steady job at the
Treasure Mine, outside of Amador City, things looked good for
the young Kosich family. Sylvia’s older sister, Marie, had been



born in 1913, Sylvia came along in 1914, and mama Hazel was
expecting Lois to arrive in late 1915.
 
In July of 1915, Savo and a partner were setting charges at the
2,000-foot level of the Treasure Mine. One charge failed to
detonate so Savo went to check on it. As he reached the site, the
charge went off and Savo Kosich was killed instantly.



In a flash, the Kosich family became fatherless. Since he died
without a will, the probate court valued the estate at $50 (fifty
dollars) plus half interest in the Old Corner Saloon in Sutter
Creek (listed as Amador Cit) at $250 (two hundred fifty dollars).



A scary proposition for a pregnant 21-year-old woman with
two toddlers and no immediate prospects. Somehow Sylvia
and her sisters received their educations in Sutter Creek,
graduating from the old grammar school and high school. It is
unknown if any of the children went on to college.
 
On Sunday, March 31, 1935, 20-year-old Sylvia married 21-
year-old Milan Ferdani of Jackson in Carson City,
Nevada. Hazel Kosich (mama) had apparently remarried by
this point as the Dispatch mentions the bride being given
away by Mr. and Mrs. (Hazel) Fitzgerald. Sylvia and Milan were
both employed – he at The Purity Store, thought to be a
pharmacy/drug store at the site of today’s Wierschem’s Train
Town on Main Street and she at Gorman’s Store.



Milan, however, had a rheumatic heart and on Tuesday, May 17,
1949 he did not show up for lunch as usual with Sylvia. When
she could not reach him by telephone, she rushed home to find
Milan unable to be revived. Bam, as he was fondly known, died of
an apparent heart attack that day.





In September of 1949, Sylvia began her long career with the
Amador County Library System. She was appointed Assistant
County Librarian by the Amador County Board of Supervisors at
$40 (forty dollars) per month.
 
In 1951, the widowed Sylvia Ferdani met William F. Neal, the
Principal of Oleta Grammar School in Fiddletown. On March 28,
1952 the couple was married in Las Vegas, Nevada and she
became Sylvia Neal. Although divorcing sometime later, she
remained Sylvia Neal for the rest of her life.
 
Fast forward to April 1957, and Sylvia Neal was appointed Head
County Librarian by the Board of Supervisors at the impressive
salary of $315 (three hundred fifteen dollars) per
month. Remember, gasoline at the time was 0.22₵ (twenty-two
cents) per gallon and a nice house would set you back as much
as $8,000.
 
Mrs. Neal spent the rest of her working life as Amador Head
Librarian, not retiring until October 1993 at 79 years of age. 

Sylvia is on the left, George Shipp in the center, and Wilma Yount on the



right - picture taken 1986.

Sylvia Emma Kosich Ferdani Neal passed away on May 14, 2003
at 88 years and is buried in Sutter Creek’s Catholic Cemetery.

All in all, Sylvia lived a relatively quiet, but busy life of service to
the library and her community.
 
My thanks to Teresa Ferdani Guidi of the Amador County
Archives for her help with research for this article. Teresa is truly
a fountain of information.
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Do you know someone who would like to receive our monthly newsletter? Send
contact information to info@sccbf.org to be added to our distribution list.

The Historic Sutter Creek Grammar School is rich in Gold Rush history. This
beautiful building is California’s second oldest two-story brick schoolhouse.
The Sutter Creek Community Benefit Foundation has restored the first and
second floor making it a wonderful rental for any occasion. There are four

rooms within the Historic Grammar School that can be rented.

Contact the City of Sutter Creek for information on rates and availability - (209)
267-5647 ext. 230 or email info@cityofsuttercreek.org

Whether it’s a love of our heritage, a special connection to our town’s
diverse, deeply rooted cultures, or a desire to improve your community, every
donor’s passion for Sutter Creek is unique. A gift to Sutter Creek Community
Benefit Foundation is the perfect way to fund your passion and watch it
prosper. By connecting people who care with causes that matter, we help
ensure a stronger, healthier tomorrow. We provide a simple, powerful and
highly personal approach to giving. (Donations to SCCBF are received
through the Amador Community Foundation.)
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