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A Look Back to the late 1800’s early 1900’s
Three Interesting Alumni of the Sutter Creek Grammar School

There is no doubt that there are hundreds of graduates who went
on to very interesting and successful careers. This edition
focuses on life in Sutter Creek in the late 1800’s to early
1900’s. We highlight the careers of one early graduate of the
school and one early teacher, both of whom went on to become
major forces in the regional educational and political
arenas. Also included, in its entirety, is a poem titled “A Sutter
Creek Boy”.

If you have interesting stories or chronicles of members of your
family, please contact us at info@sccbf.org.

Sabra Greenhaigh
Ms. Greehaigh was born Sabra Rickey in Shenandoah Valley in
1877. After teaching at various local schools including the Sutter
Creek Grammar School, she married Amador County
Superintendent of Schools, William H. Greehaigh. Following his
death in 1916, Ms. Greehaigh became Superintendent of Schools
for Amador County, serving until 1931.

During her early tenure, all of the Amador County High Schools
obtained full academic accreditation, rare accomplishment for
rural schools. She was recognized throughout the State as a very
effective advocate for rural education. She was especially
committed to promoting the need for school nurses in the
smaller rural schools as well as recognizing the important role
local libraries play in the local education system. She was, in
fact, the primary force behind the construction of the Amador



County Library on "Courthouse Hill" in Jackson circa 1920.

Shown is the "new" library next to the Courthouse at it's opening in 1933.

Prior to Ms. Greenhaigh consolidating the mishmash of
"libraries" into a cohesive system, they existed more as book
storage facilities with no regular hours or reference system.
Wherever someone had books to share or loan, a make-shift
library was established.

Jackson library prior to 1920.

Sutter Creek had it's own library in what had been Dr. Goodman's



office on the corner of Randolph and Main Streets. After the
doctor's death in 1927, the building that now houses Sina's
Backroads Cafe, was the Sutter Creek Library.

A rendering of the building on the corner of Randolph and Main St.

Though spending her career locally she was responsible for
major improvements to quality and accessibility of education
throughout the State.

Belle Cooledge
Belle Colledge was born in Sutter Creek in 1884. She attended
the Sutter Creek Grammar School.



She went to high schools in Ione and Sacramento, going on the
graduate from UC Berkley in 1904 at the age of 20.

She returned to teach high school in Ione, Sacramento, and Lodi
until she enlisted in the Army School of Nursing in 1918.

Picture of typical nurses serving in World War 1.

Following the war she taught at Sacramento Junior College,
where she also served as Dean, Dean of Women, and Vice
President until 1947.



Along the way she was awarded an Honorary Degree of Law from
McGeorge College of Law and elected to the Sacramento City
Council until 1948 when she was appointed to be the first female
mayor of Sacramento.

“A SUTTER CREEK BOY”
BY J. H. CUSANOVICH



Joseph Cusanovich, author of the poem, was born in Sutter
Creek in 1878 and died in San Francisco in 1950 at the age of 71.
He is buried in the Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery in Colma, Ca.
His father, John, was born in Croatia in 1827 and died in Sutter
Creek around 1897. He is buried in Sutter Creek's Catholic
Cemetery.

Though undated, the poem describes events which occurred in
the late 1800's, providing a rare look back to the everyday events
of growing up in the early days of Sutter Creek.

Sit back, make yourself comfortable, and enjoy this look back.
You may recognize several familiar names and locations.
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Do you know someone who would like to receive our monthly newsletter? Send
contact information to info@sccbf.org to be added to our distribution list.

The Historic Sutter Creek Grammar School is rich in Gold Rush history. This
beautiful building is California’s second oldest two-story brick schoolhouse.
The Sutter Creek Community Benefit Foundation has restored the first and
second floor making it a wonderful rental for any occasion. There are four
rooms within the Historic Grammar School that can be rented.

Contact the City of Sutter Creek for information on rates and availability.
(209) 267-5647 ext. 230 or email info@cityofsuttercreek.org

Whether it’s a love of our heritage, a special connection to our town’s
diverse, deeply rooted cultures, or a desire to improve your community,
every donor’s passion for Sutter Creek is unique. A gift to Sutter Creek
Community Benefit Foundation is the perfect way to fund your passion and
watch it prosper. By connecting people who care with causes that matter,
we help ensure a stronger, healthier tomorrow. We provide a simple,
powerful and highly personal approach to giving.
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