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Sutter Creek in Ashes!
Headline from the March 3, 1888 Amador Dispatch

As with many Gold Rush settlements, fire was a constant threat
to early Sutter Creek. The rich forests along the Mother Lode
provided the timber resources needed to quickly build (and
rebuild) a town in the mid-1800s. Unfortunately, wooden
buildings, built shoulder to shoulder, were a perfect setting for
disastrous fires. Sutter Creek suffered dozens of fires in its first
50 years. The business district fell victim to the worst fires. The
most disastrous fires occurred in 1862, 1865, 1868, and 1888.

https://giveamador.org/product/sutter-creek-community-benefit-foundation/


The 1868 fire led to two major improvements intended to
protect against further disasters. The most visible of which was
the replacement of wood framed structures with stone and
brick walled structures fitted with iron shutters. Although the
stone and brick were fire resistant, they did not prevent the
fires from entering the interior of the buildings through vents,
loading chutes, and other unguarded openings. As shown in
photos following the 1888 fire, this frequently resulted in the
buildings being gutted from the inside, leaving only stone and
brick shells. 

Accounts of the fire were printed in the Amador Dispatch,
Amador Record, and described in a letter from a local citizen in
the Amador Ledger.

"The Heart of the Town Swept by Flames - Three Business
Blocks Obliterated"

"The most disastrous that Amador County has witnessed within
the knowledge of this writer, swept over Sutter Creek on
Thursday afternoon, utterly destroying three-fourths of the
business portion of town. It broke out at a time when everything
was favorable for the fire-fiend to assert his terrible supremacy.
It was one of the windiest days experienced this season. A
perfect hurricane was blowing from the southeast, and before
such a wind the flames laughed as it were at the puny efforts of
man to stay their onward march." (Read the full article at the



Ledger Dispatch archives, Amador Ledger, March 3, 1888.)



The second and most lasting improvement was the
establishment of the Sutter Creek Fire Department. The Fire
Department was established on August 30, 1869. The
documents below testify to the strong community support for
the new department. Many of the City’s most prominent citizens
were active volunteers.





Initially, the Fire Department relied on bucket brigades and
manually operated pumps and hoses mounted on horse drawn
wagons and carts. The original hose cart and fire wagon have
been restored and are on exhibit at the Sutter Creek Fire
Department Station and the historic fire house located next to
City Hall. 



Undaunted by the economic challenges of the times, the Sutter
Creek Fire Department built their own fire engines in 1927 and
1935.



Sutter Creek has suffered greatly from fires throughout its
history. The fact that the City exists at all is largely due to the
strong community spirit of the citizenry and especially the
dedication and community spirit of the Sutter Creek Fire



Department.

A special thank you is due Ed Arata and Fire Chief Dominic
Moreno for their efforts to preserve and share the history of
Sutter Creek and the Sutter Creek Fire Department.

Save the Dates
August 19 - The Sutter Creek Community Benefit Foundation
will be hosting a Member and Donor Appreciation event from

4:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the Historic Sutter Creek Grammar
School. All members and donors (of course, new members are

always welcome!) are invited to enjoy appetizers, cookies,
coffee and wine, all while listening to live music and/or strolling

through the grammar school to see how your generous
donations have contributed to the restoration of the school.

September 19 - We are also proud to announce that a patron
donor has graciously funded the re-installation of a new

national flag and pole at the Historic Sutter Creek Grammar
School. A public ceremony to raise the flag will be held at 5:00

pm. The original flag raising ceremony was held on April
10,1890. Join us while we celebrate the 150th anniversary of

the school with an open house from 3:00 – 6:00 pm
highlighting the restoration progress. 

Yes, we have been busy doing more restoration
during this last year.

Visit our Website Like us on Facebook Contact Us

DONATE TODAY

Do you know someone who would like to receive our monthly newsletter? Send
contact information to info@sccbf.org to be added to our distribution list.

Whether it’s a love of our heritage, a special connection to our town’s
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diverse, deeply rooted cultures, or a desire to improve your community, every
donor’s passion for Sutter Creek is unique. A gift to Sutter Creek Community

Benefit Foundation is the perfect way to fund your passion and watch it
prosper. By connecting people who care with causes that matter, we help

ensure a stronger, healthier tomorrow. We provide a simple, powerful and
highly personal approach to giving. (Donations to SCCBF are received

through the Amador Community Foundation.)


